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Best known for his work with the 
comedy act, Scared Weird Little Guys, 
Rusty Berther wanted to mark a new 
chapter in his life with an adventure - 
running a marathon in Antarctica.

Antique Motorcycles is an amazing 
workshop and showroom; constantly 
changing and evolving with new 
elements. It is the perfect reflection of 
John Gee’s philosophy on life. 

A picturesque winery in country Victoria 
may not seem the most obvious place 
to house an ancient racquet sport, but 
after meeting Gordon Cope-Williams, it 
all seems to make perfect sense.

John Brzenk has been at the top of 
arm wrestling for over 30 years. 
On a brief trip to Australia he got to 
share the sport he loves so much and 
demonstrate how everyone can join in.

From Rolls Royce memorabilia to 
parking meters, Alan Dyer’s house is 
full with collectibles that reflect his 
loves in life, and the way he had held 
himself along the journey.

If you like to exercise and want 
something to work towards, an 
adventure race may be worth a shot. 
And now there are great beginner 
courses to take the pressure off.
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The art of making neon signs is based 
on very old techniques and requires 
great skill. Jose Domingues has been 
creating them for over 30 years - most 
of that time from his garage at home.

Well-known cartoonist and media 
identity Warren Brown went searching 
for somewhere to store his collectibles.  
What he eventually found far exceeded 
anything he had in his mind. 

As a former carpenter who loved to 
surf, Mark Riley has combined his 
passions to create surfboards from 
balsawood. The end result is a durable, 
eco-friendly and very striking board.

A tiny room in Melbourne’s eastern 
suburbs has become a makeshift shrine 
to military garments and memorabilia, 
with Australia’s role in World War II the 
primary focus of interest.
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Alan Dyer worked with parking meters 
for over 40 years and has many different 
models scattered throughout his house.
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W e should get one thing 
out of the way upfront: 
this is an article about 

a man who built a ‘Real Tennis’ 
court. For those who are confused 
at the term, Real Tennis is not some 
pretentious name for a sport you 
already know, nor is it some weird 
offshoot of lawn tennis. Real Tennis – 
or Royal Tennis as it is still commonly 
known – actually pre-dates lawn 
tennis and is a wonderfully captivating 
sport in its own right. 

It can perhaps be rather crudely 
described as indoor tennis meets 
chess, with a host of strange and 
wonderful rules that may confuse 
you at first – then make you fall in 
love with the game later. The beauty 
of Real Tennis is its strategic nature, 
which allows competitors to think 
their way through a game rather than 
simply winning through power and 
accuracy. As such, there are many 
players in their 60s and 70s who will 
regularly beat opponents 30 years 
their junior.

BELOW: Real Tennis is an 
ancient indoor sport that 
pre-dates lawn tennis.

Sadly, there are only four Real 
Tennis courts currently in operation 
in Australia and less than 50 around 
the world. There is one in Hobart that 
is simply known as the Hobart Tennis 
Club as it was established before any 
semblance of a lawn tennis court was 
built. The Royal Melbourne Tennis 
Club has such a name after Queen 
Victoria granted a Royal Charter to 
the Club in 1897 and is one of only a 

handful of centres in the world that 
has more than one court. There is 
a single court in Ballarat in western 
Victoria, but sadly a court in Sydney 
was converted into a gymnasium. 
And that leaves one – nestled in a 
picturesque winery in Romsey, about 
an hour north of Melbourne.

It may appear quite odd to find such 
a rare and distinctive sporting facility 
at a winery – that is until you meet 
Cope-Williams Winery and Country 
Club owner and general manager 
Gordon Cope-Williams. Gordon has a 
wonderfully positive way with words, 
so that in no time the thought of 
building a Real Tennis court seems so 
obvious you can’t understand why we 
all haven’t done it before. It should 
be noted that Gordon has runs on the 
board too ... literally ... after all; he did 
also put in a cricket ground with an 
old style pavilion before he attempted 
the tennis structure.

The interesting part is that Gordon 
never set out to make a country club 
type arrangement; instead, they 

court space

A winery may not seem the obvious setting for a majestic and 
unique sporting facility, but when you meet the owner, it all 

somehow makes sense, writes Jonathan Green.

with a 
Like chess 
racquet
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ABOVE: With such 
features as a ‘penthouse’, 
‘tambour’, ‘grille’ and 
numerous ‘galleries’, a 
Real Tennis court is a 
fascinating sporting 
facility to see.

INSET: The idea to build 
a Real Tennis court at 
a winery came from 
founder and general 
manager Gordon Cope-
Williams.

came to him as solutions to business 
challenges – successful solutions at 
that.

Gordon’s first passion is wine and, 
having had the luxury of sampling a 
little while I was visiting, exceptional 
wine at that. As is tradition around 
the Romsey area, sparkling wine is the 
specialty, however Gordon is also a 
fan of demonstrating his winemaking 
skill (and proving doubters wrong) by 
creating some magnificent aged white 
wines as well.

Like most wineries, Cope-Williams 
rides a business rollercoaster 
dependent on numerous external 
factors. You may be the most skilled 
winemaker in the world but your 
livelihood will easily be affected by 
weather, vine diseases, bank interest 
rates, the external economy and more. 
It takes a brave soul to battle it out. 
Brave – and perhaps a little innovative.

“We started planting grapes in 
1977,” explains Gordon, “with our own 
house built in 1982. We were travelling 
along quite nicely, until the stock 

market crashed in the mid ‘80s and 
interest rates went through the roof. I 
remember looking at bank statements 
and seeing that we went into the crash 
owing a certain amount of money, 
and came out of it owing more than 
three times that amount. It was a very 
difficult time.”

Faced with such a challenging 
future, many people would have 
simply packed everything up and 
walked away, while others may have 
looked to restructure their business or 
consider investors. Gordon, however, 
had another plan.

“I woke up one morning with a 
great idea: to level the two paddocks 
at the front of the property, clean up 
the surface and put in a cricket pitch, 
complete with a pavilion. I could see 
in my head how people would come 
and play country matches here and we 
could put on lunches, and they would 
drink wine and probably take some 
home. I put it to my wife and she ... 
well ... I won’t use the exact words, but 
it amounted to ‘over my dead body’ 

with a few other explanations thrown 
in for good measure.”

As we all know, it’s always a wise 
move to keep on the good side of 
your better half and so Gordon didn’t 
push the idea immediately. Instead, he 
waited for an opportunity. 

“Funnily enough, my wife went to 
Sydney for an extended weekend and 
when she got back ... well, let’s just say 
that the paddocks had been levelled 
and the soil was ready for laying down 
some grass.”

Right... may not have been the 
approach I would have gone with. 
I asked Gordon if there was a frosty 
reception that night.

“Frosty week really,” he replied very 
quickly. 

However, the plan worked and by 
the next summer, Cope-Williams was 
hosting upwards of 50 cricket matches 
through the season for corporate 
events and charity days, and gaining a 
reputation as a boutique venue.

Times however were still tough 
economically, and while the cricket 

Photography: Jonathan Ferguson
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LEFT: As well as being 
a quality board and 
more environmentally 
friendly than modern 
polyurethane, the 
balsawood surfboard also 
has a distinctive and very 
striking appearance.

BELOW: Mark Riley 
shapes surfboards from 
balsawood and also 
provides kits so you can 
craft your own.

S urfing is said to have been alive 
in Australia as early as 1911, 
when Charles Paterson brought 

a redwood surfboard back from his 
trip to Hawaii. The locals tried their 
hand at catching a few waves on it, 
however it wasn’t until a Hawaiian 
man named Duke Kahanamoku was 
invited to a surfing exhibition in 
1915, when Australians saw what the 
modest surfboard was really capable 
of. 

Most surprising about The Duke’s 
visit was that he opted not to pack 
his own board to audition on the 
Australian surf, instead he picked out 
some sugar pine and made his own 
board from scratch. He then went 
on to wow the crowds at Freshwater 
Beach on Sydney’s North side with a 
level of skill previously unseen in the 
swell, and sparked a movement that 
would later become one of Australia’s 
favourite pastimes. 

The technology behind surfboards 
has undoubtedly advanced over the 
years – they’re now much shorter, 
lighter, more agile and available in 
a shape to complement your riding 
style. Nevertheless, one thing remains 
the same: blokes are still making their 
boards with their bare hands. Whether 

you’re talking on a large commercial 
scale, or a DIY project kit, boards have 
to be shaped, planed, sanded and 
glassed to protect them against the 
elements. 

These days, most surfboards are 
made with polyurethane foam – a 
cheaper, lighter alternative to the 
woods that were used in the old days. 
The problem is, polyurethane is prone 
to snapping on big waves, and it can 
also be damaging to the environment. 

Seeing this, many veterans are 
returning to a material that was 
popular in the 1950s and 1960s: 
balsawood. What’s more, they’re 

shaping these boards in their own 
garages. 

One man who can read the grain 
of a piece of balsawood like a book, is 
Mark Riley. 

Mark started his company Riley 
Balsawood Surfboards in 1996, where 
he now shapes classic longboards, 
mini Malibus and shortboards from 
the robust, eco-friendly material. 

However, instead of withholding the 
secret to carving the perfect board, he 
encourages others to construct their 
own through a range of DIY shaping 
sets and instructional DVDs.

He also grows his own balsawood 
right here in Australia, but the wood 
isn’t originally native to this country, 
so it was when he was travelling 
through The Americas that his story 
begins. 

“I’d been travelling across North 
America for around 12 months,” he 
recalls. “When I got to Miami I met a 
lot of people coming up from Central 
and South America and they told me it 
was beautiful, cheap and the surf was 
amazing. 

“There was no way I was missing 
out on that, so I went back home, 
worked some more and planned my 
next trip. Three years later I flew into 

In great shape
By shaping surfboards out of balsawood, Mark Riley provides a robust, eco-friendly 

alternative to modern, synthetic boards. He also provides kits for blokes to craft their 
own, allowing them to surf through a little bit of their past, writes Callum Fitzpatrick. 
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evolution
With hundreds of motorbikes from all over the world gracing the floor, walls and even the roof, 

you could spend hours in Antique Motorcycles and not see everything. But behind it all is a 
very clear strategy from a man who evolves like the bikes he collects. Jonathan Green explains. 

Revolution

Photography: John Szatkowski
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enjoy a coffee or bite to eat. I’d then 
like to extend that to a full restaurant 
and also a merchandise shop where I 
could sell my own clothing label. 

“I want each spoke to complement 
each other: you come in for a look at 
the bikes and have a bite to eat while 
here or you join the club and end 
up getting your bike serviced here. 
Basically – I want to build a brand that 
crosses all of these areas.”

Personally, I have full confidence 
he’ll get there. At first, you think it’s 
pure determination – heightened by 
his imposing physical stature – that 
will drive it along, but in no time 
you realise there is a whole lot more 
behind this man. 

Unquestionably he is a perfectionist 
who only sees value in taking 
something on if he can do it well and 
with logical strategy. 

When you combine that trait with 
his desire to always learn and evolve 
as a person and in business, you have 
a very strong basis for success.  

Ultimately, it always comes back to 
the bikes with literally hundreds on 
offer from all parts of the world.

“It’s great – I get to travel the world 
and source bikes for people back in 
Australia to enjoy,” says John. “I go to 
Europe, America, Japan, New Zealand 
and more. I find interesting bikes, put 

them through the workshop and make 
them safe and put them out for sale. 
Occasionally you have to do the left to 
right conversion...” he says pausing for 
the reaction, “but we don’t have too 
much trouble.

“I like to think of it as providing a 
service as well as a business. We’re 
bringing in bikes you can’t normally 

get your hands on, so you can have 
an experience of your own. And 
when you want a new experience, 
you bring it back and we trade it in 
for something else. It’s a constant 
evolution.”

Experience and evolution – they’re 
the two elements John has carried 

through his personal life and the 
basis for his business. You don’t go 
to Antique Motorcycles to buy a bike 
that will get you from A to B; you buy 
one that will offer an experience and 
the magic that comes from riding a 
classic bike. And when you’re ready to 
evolve, John will be waiting with the 
next bike.   

ABOVE: As well as the 
showroom and workshop, 
John has also introduced 
a cafe and motorcycle 
club, with many more 
plans for the future. 
“Basically – I want to build 
a brand that crosses all of 
these areas,” he says.

Motorcycle space

“Your tastes change, your ideas change and you 
remain interested in life if you embrace that.”



The role of a faTher is many and varied, buT can Take on an alTogeTher differenT meaning 
when adversiTy hiTs The family. many men will experience feelings of helplessness, or 
wiThdraw from Their family Trying To find a ‘soluTion’ To The siTuaTion. in This special 

feaTure, dimi kyriakou and JonaThan green have broughT TogeTher four faThers who have 
generously shared Their sTories in The hope ThaT we may all learn from Their experiences. 

celebraTing dad’s
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Disease is and told us that Matilda had it. We 
were pretty shaken up straightaway and didn’t 
know what to do or where to go from there. It 
was right near the end of the appointment when 
we got that news, so we kind of sat there in 
stunned silence. We were told to stop trying to 
have more kids because it’s genetic.

We have since moved from the western 
suburbs over to Glen Waverley so Matilda could 
go to Glenallen School during the week and 
they have been fantastic. (This school has been 
purpose-built to meet the educational and 
mobility needs of students who have a physical 
disability and/or health impairment.)

The problem with Batten Disease is that it’s 
so rare; there are only about 30 kids in Australia 
that suffer from it. 

What Was your immediate reaction 
to the neWs?

Disbelief – my first thought straightaway was, 
“How do we fix this?” Obviously there was a 
realisation shortly after that we don’t fix it. We 
just have to deal with it. 

I remember that we stopped outside the 
neurologist’s office after the appointment 
and Laura and I just hugged each other for 10 
minutes or so. Me being me, the first thing that 
comes into my head is that it will be alright – but 
we knew it wouldn’t be. This is about the worst 
thing that could happen. 

hoW has this affected your role in 
the family, particularly as a father?

That’s a really tough one. I’m still working full-
time, and most of what I do is to help Laura look 
after Matilda.

Not long after we got the diagnosis, Laura 
found an article about another mother whose 
child had been diagnosed with a terminal illness. 
Straightaway she said her role as a parent has 
changed in that she doesn’t need to be an 
educator or the role model as such, because we 
really don’t have the rest of life to worry about. 

We had the same idea. 
Matilda loves watching Dora the Explorer, so 

if she wants to sit and watch Dora all day, she 
will. We don’t have that same consideration 
that other parents have about preparing their 
children for the rest of life. 

So my role as a father has changed 
considerably. The hardest thing is that I won’t be 
able to take her to netball; I won’t be able to do 
any of that.

There was a reasonable chance that our 
second daughter Maggie would also have the 
condition, but the tests have shown that she is 
only a carrier. Our role as parents for Maggie is 
very different, but it’s devastating for Matilda.

What sort of impact has this had 
on you and hoW you go about your 
daily life?

The things that used to bother us don’t seem 
quite so important now. Before we got the 
diagnosis, we moved back from the Northern 
Territory because the epilepsy she was originally 
diagnosed with was bad enough to need that 
family support. My perspective on a lot of things 
has changed because of it.

hoW have you coped With it all? 
have you received support from 
associations and netWorks?

Obviously our family and friends have been 
the most amazing support. There’s a Batten 
Disease Support and Research Association 
(BDSRA) and they’re also very good. 

Because the disease is so rare there isn’t a 
lot of information out there. Strangely enough, 
the best information has been from some of 
the Facebook groups which have been created 
by the parents of the kids with the condition. 
Now we find that one of the first questions our 
neurologist will ask is, “What are the people on 
the forums saying?” 

My work has also been very good with their 
support, organising fundraisers when we 
need new equipment and allowing me some 
flexibility. I’ve been moved to a different office 
where my hours are more flexible and I can get 
to appointments for doctors, or if I need to be at 
hospital for a week there is no problem. They’ve 
been amazing. 

With conditions like this, and for anyone who 
has sick kids, you really need that flexibility – I’ve 
read stories about so many families where both 
parents had to give up work and go onto carer’s 
allowance to maintain support for their kids. I’d 
love to be at home with my family all day every 
day, but we still need to eat. Work has made it 
really easy for me to do that.   

“The hardest thing is that I 
won’t be able to take her to 

netball; I won’t be able to 
do any of that.”

The Batten Disease Support and Research 
Association (BDSRA) is an organisation 
dedicated to improving the wellbeing 
of patients and families suffering from 
Batten Disease, a severe and progressive 
neurological disorder that is inherited and 
primarily affects children, teenagers and in 
some cases, adults. 

Batten Disease is a relatively rare disease 
and, unfortunately, all-consuming. It largely 
affects brain function, leading to the loss 
of learned skills such as walking, talking 
and feeding, behavioural issues such as 
aggression, and severe sleep deprivation.

The Australian chapter of the BDSRA was 
formed in 1995 by parents who had affected 
children. Due to the fatal and degenerative 
nature of the disease, a high degree of 
emotional and physical strain is placed on 
the main carers. Given this, BDSRA offers 
24-hour support and is a source of extensive 
information and resources. 

It provides a nation-wide network of 
understanding, care and practical help 
that families need to be able to physically, 
emotionally and financially cope with 
caring for an affected child (particularly 
those with more than one affected child).

According to BDSRA (Australian chapter) 
operations manager Vanessa Anderson, 
many fathers of Battens children deal with 
the situation in silence. 

“Unfortunately, many marriages suffer 
the effects of this fatal disease on their 
family. We endeavour to hold a Family 
Meeting/Conference every two years and 
traditionally the dads are hesitant to attend 
– perhaps it’s too confronting and they 
believe there is an expectation for them to 
address what is happening to their family.

“But the majority of fathers do attend 
and bond with others in a social activity, 
usually over a beer or two.”

The BDSRA principally exists by 
donations and fundraising by volunteers 
as no government funding is received. All 
proceeds go towards support programs, 
minimal running costs and most 
importantly, the research projects to find a 
therapy or cure. 

To find out more information or to show 
your support, visit www.battens.org.au

 batten disease support and 
research association (australian 
chapter)

FATHER’S DAY SPECIAL
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could you take us through the 
moment you found out about finn’s 
condition?

We went to an appointment in Melbourne 
at a specialist neurosurgeon, when Finn was 
18 months old. That’s when they sat us down 
and told us that Finn had cerebral palsy. At the 
time he had been diagnosed with a rare bone 
disorder as well, so we thought that a lot of his 
issues were in relation to that. It is called kniest 
dysplasia and it’s a disorder where the bones 
don’t grow properly. 

The doctor decided there was a bit more 
going on and that’s why we went along to this 
specialist. As Finn has gotten older, we’ve seen 
an improvement with the bone disorder so it’s 
not so much of an issue anymore. 

What Was your immediate reaction 
to the neWs?

We weren’t expecting it, so it was a bit of a 
shock. When you haven’t dealt with cerebral 
palsy before and all you have to work with 
is what comes through media channels, it’s 
confronting when you’re faced with it yourself. 

Once you talk about it a bit more and get to 
know more about it, you realise that they are still 
the same people so it doesn’t matter quite so 
much. There are different severities to cerebral 
palsy and Finn’s is a mild case. 

hoW has this affected your role in 
the family, particularly as a father?

It’s what the kids have all grown up with and 
we don’t treat Finn any differently. 

It’s more his balance that is affected. He does 
walk unassisted; however walking up stairs, 
hopping into the bath – those general things – 
are a lot harder for him. So there is quite a bit of 
reliance on me to manually lift him. 

What sort of impact has this had 
on you and hoW you go about your 
daily life?

I don’t know – you just get on with life, 
really. We obviously have to give Finn special 
consideration in a lot of situations as he needs a 

lot more help with things, but at the end of the 
day you get on with it and do what needs to be 
done.

hoW have you coped With it all? 
have you received support from 
associations and netWorks?

There have been a few key organisations – 
Scope is one of them. They have supported Finn 
and our family for many years. We’ve been to a 
lot of Scope functions where Finn’s brothers and 
sisters have been included as well and they are 
there to help out with daily activities like making 
sure the school is right, organising physio etc.

We’re also heavily involved with a physio 
group in Geelong called Kids Plus (this small 
charity provides over 3,000 hours of intensive 
therapy per year, for babies and children with 
cerebral palsy across the local region). Finn has 
been going there since he was three years old 
and groups like that are definitely helpful. 

The other big one is the Royal Children’s 
Hospital (RCH) where, for Finn, it’s a case of 
constant check-ups and monitoring. Finn will be 
going through some big surgeries and that’s all 
happening at the RCH.

Family and friends have also been a good 
support – especially our parents, my wife’s 
brothers and sisters and my own brothers – for 
little things like looking after the other kids 
when you have to run off to appointments with 
Finn. 

You can’t help but rely on your family and 
friends in this type of situation.  

Scope is a not-for-profit organisation 
providing disability services that positively 
impact the daily lives of Victorian children 
and adults. Its mission is to enable each 
person it supports to live as an empowered 
and equal citizen.  

Scope provides 7,106 services to the 
people it supports across 97 sites in 
Victoria; it employs 1,795 people (including 
supported employees); and works with 
1,260 community organisations to improve 
inclusiveness for people with a disability. 

Its services include supported 
accommodation, individualised support, 
lifestyle options, respite, therapy and 
psychology support, individual support 
package facilitation, community inclusion, 
education and supported employment.

This Fathers’ Day, you can join Scope in 
celebrating the achievements of people 
with all abilities at Walk With Me. As one in 
four Australians are impacted by disability, 
Walk With Me provides the opportunity for 
the community to walk alongside people 
with a disability. 

It is a recreational 2km or 4km walk, 
raising awareness and funds for people with 
a disability. You can support Walk With Me 
2013 by walking, volunteering, fundraising 
or making a donation.

This year there will be 23 walks of 
varying distances in every state. In Victoria, 
the proceeds from Walk With Me will be 
donated to Scope. The Victorian events will 
be taking place in:
•	 Melbourne, 1 September. 
•	 Bendigo, 7 September.
•	 Geelong, 8 September.
•	 Ballarat, 15 September. 

To get involved or for additional 
information on Walk With Me in Victoria, 
please email walkwithme@scopevic.org.au 
or visit www.walkwithme.org.au for more 
information about the national events. 

For further information about Scope visit 
www.scopevic.org.au

scopethere is never a dull moment 
in the life of a family of seven, 
and this is exactly the case for 
victorian father Jason burns and 
his Wife michelle. among their 
five children is nine-year-old 
finn, Who, at a very young age, 
Was diagnosed With cerebral 
palsy and a rare bone disorder.

Jason Burns and his family have received 
enormous support from friends, family and 
care associations.
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L ike most things ‘automotive’, 
steering wheels have come 
a long way. The horn button 

was a useful addition to the very early 
autos; then the materials expanded 
from timber to metal, onto forms of 
Bakelite plastic and, later, leather and 
other trim over newer plastics. 

Over the past 40 years, auto 
companies have also added copious 
amounts of buttons to control 
almost every part of a car’s audio and 
communication system, as well as 
indicators and cruise control. I’m sure 
that someone somewhere is working 

BELOW: Wayne Basinski 
runs a successful business 
restoring and customising 
steering wheels.

finishing 
touch

on an integrated coffee cup holder...
If you’re one of those blokes who 

wish that steering wheels were simple 
again – back in the days when they 
had a certain classic sense of style 
about them – then maybe Wayne 
Basinski can help.

From his garage in the rural 
outskirts of Bega on the NSW south 
coast, Wayne and his wife Lee run 
a successful business restoring, 
enhancing and customising steering 
wheels. You’ve likely seen examples of 
Wayne’s trademark wheel work, where 
the classic pearl finish stands out for 
all the right reasons. 

The high quality finish is such that 
many would assume they come from 
the US, rather than a home garage in 
Bega. But Wayne is undoubtedly the 
go-to global expert on applying pearl 
finishes to steering wheels.

He is also a self-confessed car nut – 
the numerous boyhood toy cars from 
the ‘50s that take pride of place in his 
garage are testament to that. As a kid, 
he was more at ease drawing Ford 
Customline cars in his school books, 
rather than listening to the teacher. 
And look where it’s gotten him!

I caught up with Wayne recently 

and the first question I asked was also 
the most obvious: how did PearlCraft 
Steering Wheels start up?

“Back in 1976 I was a fireman and 
the routine was four days on, four days 
off. That left me with a fair amount 
of spare time. With that in mind, my 
brother-in-law introduced me to Bill 
Clark, the original owner and inventor 
of the process, who was working 
towards retirement,” he explains.

“I believe Bill developed the process 
after originally seeing the pearl finish 
used as a decorative highlight on 
musical instruments (such as guitars, 
piano accordions etc) coming out of 
Europe after World War II.

“So, being handy with my hands 
and having a love of cars, Bill showed 
me the way and it soon became a full-
time business for me.”

Sit in the driver’s seat of any car and the look and feel of the steering 
wheel will say a lot about what the make and model stand for.  

In some cases, the wheel can say a bit about you, writes Jeff Patchell.

classic space

�
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ABOVE & LEFT: After 
restoring the old steering 
wheel with the pearl 
finish process, the car has 
a distinctive look that 
complements the era. 

Since then, Wayne has incorporated 
some of his own ideas to improve the 
end product. The raw materials used 
are harder to obtain today (seeing as 
they are based on old formulas), so he 
has them specifically produced. That 
said, the process that Wayne follows 
to create these unique steering wheel 
solutions is somewhat locked away, 
much like Colonel Sanders’ 11 secret 
herbs and spices.

The majority of Wayne’s customers 
are chiefly looking for individual 
classic designs for their vehicles. He 
says that today’s owners are far more 
fastidious than the original owners, as 
they want to show them off at events 
and to their mates.

“Most of my customers are from 
North America as you can not 
purchase a pearl wheel over there.”

So each week, wheels of all shapes, 
conditions and sizes arrive through 
the post for Wayne to perform his 
magic on – but there is a cap to his 
creativity. 

You can forget about to trying to 
enhance any of today’s new age soft 
grip wheels, as the pearl finish can 
only be applied to hard surfaces.

Each wheel is an individual work 
of art that is lovingly prepared by 
Wayne and greatly valued by his 
customers around the world, as the 
accompanying pictures demonstrate.

There is no doubt that Wayne is a 
unique artist in residence, from his 
garage to yours.  

Contact:
PearlCraft Steering Wheels
www.pearlcraft.com.au

BEFORE

AFTER
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